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Shiv Sena chief Uddhav 
Thackeray who is back 
in Mumbai after touring 
flood-hit farming 

villages demanded on Saturday 
that the Fadnavis government 
must waive the loans of all 
farmers in Maharashtra, make 
them debt-free and also 
announce assistance of Rs 
50,000 per hectare of crop 
lost to floods. 

“We must have seen that 
after the Chief Minister went 
there (Ujani village in Latur 
district’s Ausa taluka on 
Wednesday, 24 September), 
the farmer who asked him 
when and how much help he 
would give, Fadnavis said -- 
come on, don't do politics -- 
and the police went after him. 
What kind of democracy is 
this? What kind of government 
is this? Why are you ruling?” 
Uddhav Thackeray told media 
persons here on Saturday, 
highlighting the incident. 

Uddhav Thackeray said that 
the amount announced as 
relief to farmers has not yet 
reached farmers. “Therefore, 

our demand is that the farmers 
should be completely debt-free.  

Today, I request the Chief 
Minister with folded hands 
on behalf of farmers that you 
should waive off the loans of 
farmers, immediately announce 
Rs 50,000 per hectare to the 
farmers as assistance and 
distribute it in a time-bound 
manner. Stop all loan debt 
collection notices being sent 
to the farmers by banks,” 
Uddhav Thackeray demanded. 

Significantly, waiving off of 
farmers' loans was a part of 
the BJP's 2024 assembly election 
manifesto and Maharashtra 
CM Devendra Fadnavis had 

referred to it after he met PM 
Modi in Delhi on Friday, 
requesting financial assistance 
from the centre to cope with 
rains and floods in Maharashtra. 

“The prime minister has 
asked the state government 
to send a proposal in this 
regard which will be considered 
constructively,” Fadnavis told 
media persons in Delhi, adding 
that the BJP manifesto 
mentioned a loan waiver to 
Maharashtra's farmers and 
the aim of his government is 
to make it more effective. 

The issue shot into the 
limelight after a few farmers 
requested Fadnavis to waive 

off farmers' loans when he 
was in the midst of surveying 
crop damage due to floods in 
a village in Maharashtra a 
couple of days ago. 

During his visit to Ujani 
village in Latur’s Ausa taluka, 
Fadnavis had inspected the 
flood damage and interacted 
with affected farmers on 
Wednesday (24 September), 
when some farmers demanded 
a loan waiver as well as 
declaration of a “wet drought”. 
When some other farmers 
shouted slogans, Fadnavis 
told them, “Come on, don't 
do politics here.”  

The opposition had seized 
this incident immediately and 
criticised Fadnavis heavily. 
“When farmers question the 
government, they are threatened 
with remarks like - where 
should we bring money from? 
Do we carry cash in our pockets? 
Don’t do politics etc. Farmers 
and citizens have come on 
the streets after losing everything.  

If the government cannot 
understand this public outcry, 
then it is really very insensitive,” 
Maharashtra state Congress 
President Harshawardhan 
Sapkal said on Friday. 
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Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh, on Saturday, took a 
dig at Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's recent announcement 
of a one-time payment to 
women in Bihar, calling it a 
desperate attempt to influence 
voters. The scheme, announced 
just before the implementation 
of the code of conduct, offers 
a one-time payment to women 
in Bihar. 

“The Prime Minister has 
been continuously criticizing 
the Karnataka government's 
Griha Lakshmi scheme, which
provides Rs 2,000 per month 
to 1.3 crore women. And just 
yesterday, he announced an 
OTP for the women of Bihar. 
Along with vote theft, now 
the Prime Minister is engaged 
in distributing vote bribes,” 
Jairam Ramesh said in a social 
media post. “This is clearly a 
desperate step, which the 
women of Bihar will understand 

very well,” he added. 
The Congress leader's remarks 

come ahead of the upcoming 
Bihar assembly elections, where 
the ruling NDA and opposition 
parties are gearing up for a 
fierce contest. Jairam Ramesh's 
comments highlight the ongoing 
debate about the role of welfare 
schemes in electoral politics. 

The Bihar assembly elections 
are scheduled to take place 
soon, and the Election 
Commission has been actively 
engaged in voter registration 
and revision exercises. The 
opposition has raised concerns 
about the electoral process, 
with some leaders accusing 
the Commission of bias. 

Congress slams PM 
Modi's last-minute 
promise to Bihar women

Uddhav tells Fadnavis  
to waive farmers’ loans
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Ladakh Director General of 
Police SD Singh Jamwal on 
Saturday said that the 
environment activist Sonam 
Wangchuk, who has been 
detained under the National 
Security Act (NSA), is being 
investigated for alleged links 
with Pakistan. The probe 
follows the arrest of a Pakistani 
intelligence operative last 
month who allegedly 
transmitted videos of Mr 
Wangchuk’s protests across 
the border. 

Talking to media-persons 
in Leh, DGP Jamwal revealed 
that police had apprehended 
the Pakistan PIO who was 
allegedly in contact with Mr 
Wangchuk. 

Mr Wangchuk was detained 
on Friday and was subsequently 
lodged in Jodhpur jail, two 

days after protests demanding 
Ladakh's statehood and Sixth 
Schedule status left four people 
dead and 90 injured in police 
firing and clashes. Around 
90 policemen, including CRPF 
personnel, were also injured 
in stone pelting, said Jamwal. 

The DGP described Mr 
Wangchuk as the key person 
behind Wednesday’s violence 
that claimed the lives of four 
people and injured scores of 
others. 

He said: “We have records 
of the Pakistani PIO having 

contacts with Wangchuk who 
had attended a Dawn event 
in Pakistan. He also visited 
Bangladesh. So, there is a big 
question mark on him and 
an investigation is being done”. 

“Sonam Wangchuk has had 
a history of instigating. He 
has referred to the Arab Spring, 
Nepal and Bangladesh. The 
investigation into his funding 
is going on for FCRA violation,” 
the DGP added. 

He also accused Mr 
Wangchuk of derailing the 
ongoing talks with the Centre 
by instigating the youth. Me 
Wangchuk tried to hijack the 
platform and tried to scupper 
the dialogue between the 
Centre and Ladakh 
representatives, the DGP 
alleged. 

Mr Jamwal said Mr 
Wangchuk continued his 
hunger strike, despite knowing 
that an informal meeting 

between the two sides was 
going to take place. The Centre 
has invited the leaders for a 
fresh round of talks on 6 
October. 

“Just a day before the informal 
meeting, a deliberate attempt 
was made to vitiate the peaceful 
atmosphere through provocative 
videos and statements which 
culminated with violence on 
Wednesday and unfortunate 
deaths,” he said. 

On Lt Governor Kavinder 
Gupta’s remarks about foreign 
conspiracy in Wednesday’s 
violence, he said three Nepal 
citizens were admitted to the 
hospital with bullet injuries 
and involvement of some 
others have also come to light. 

In all, 50 people have been 
taken into custody in connection 
with Wednesday’s violence. 
At least, half-a-dozen of them 
are suspected to be ringleaders, 
he said. 

Wangchuk being probed for ‘ties’ with Pak: Ladakh DGP
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Calling it 'draconian', an alliance 
of more than 15 organisations 
has urged Rajasthan Governor 
Haribhau Kisanrao Bagade 
(photo)  to not sign the 
Rajasthan Prohibition of 
Unlawful Conversion Bill, 2025, 
instead referring it to the 
President, Droupadi Murmu,  

“Because this law is draconian 
in its provisions, unconstitutional 
in its sections, brazenly violating 
Articles 14, 19, 21 and 25, they 
will not stand scrutiny under 
the due process of law and 
should be referred to the President 
under Article 200 of the 
Constitution of India,” the 
'Coordination of Organisations' 

stated in a joint statement after 
its meeting here on Thursday. 

“We all have decided to 
meet the Governor and explain 
to him to not sign this 
'unconstitutional bill' and 
instead send it to the President 
of India under Article 200,” 
Sawai Singh, John Mathew 

and Muzammil who jointly 
signed the statement on behalf 
of the group said. 

This bill will result in a 
two-class system of governance, 
they said, adding: “We will 
also hold public rallies and 
meetings in all districts and 
the state capital and share 
social media campaigns against 
this law/Bill. Signature and 
postcard campaigns for 
submission to the Governor 
will also be carried out,” the 
statement read. 

The signatories said they 
will move the Supreme Court 
once the law comes into force. 

As many as 12 states have 
already legislated on the 
Anti-Conversion Acts, Rajasthan 
is now the 13th state to pass 

this law after Odisha (1967), 
Madhya Pradesh (initial 1968 
now a new law of 2021), 
Arunachal Pradesh (1978), 
Chhattisgarh (2000 and 2006), 
Tamil Nadu (2002 that was 
repealed in 2006),  Gujarat 
(2003, with amendments in 
2021), Himachal Pradesh (2006, 
with amendments in 2019), 
Jharkhand (2017), Uttarakhand 
(2018), Uttar Pradesh (2020 
with amendments in 2024), 
Haryana (2022) and Karnataka 
(2022).  

These religious conversion 
laws are being implemented 
in 11 states presently, with 
Rajasthan awaiting the 
Governor’s assent and Tamil 
Nadu having repealed it in 
2006.  

Raj Guv requested to refer Conversion Bill to Prez
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Leader of the Opposition in 
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, 
has begun a visit to South 
America, where he will engage 
with political leaders, university 
students, and members of 
the business community across 
four countries. According to 
Congress spokesperson Pawan 
Khera, this visit aims to deepen 
democratic, trade, and strategic 
ties between India and South 
American nations. 

Gandhi will meet with 
students in Brazil and Colombia 
to foster people-to-people 
connections and discuss issues 
of mutual interest. 

He will hold meetings with 
top leaders across multiple 
countries to strengthen bilateral 
relations and explore areas 
of cooperation. 

Gandhi will also meet with 
business leaders to explore 
opportunities for trade and 
investment, particularly in 

light of the recent US tariffs. 
The visit marks Gandhi's 

first overseas trip in September 
and comes after a recent visit 
to Malaysia, which sparked 
controversy and criticism from 
the Bharatiya Janata Party. 
BJP IT cell chief Amit Malviya 
had accused Gandhi of 
vacationing in Malaysia, 
prompting a backlash from 
the Congress party. 

The visit is seen as an effort 
to strengthen India's ties with 
South American countries 
and promote cooperation in 
areas such as trade, technology, 
and culture. By engaging with 
various stakeholders, Gandhi 
aims to build on historical 
India-South America cooperation 
and Global South solidarity. 

Rahul Gandhi embarks on 
4-nation South American 
tour to strengthen ties
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